I
n recent years, the field of young adult literature has seen an explosion of books for and about adolescent readers. This plethora of new material-books for teens (fiction and nonfiction) and books about teens and their literary preferences-continues to line the bookshelves of popular bookstores and avid readers with an abundance that would make the founders of young adult literature smile with glee and pride.
With this in mind, I have prepared reviews of selected textbooks published from 2000-2010 that are devoted to the study of young adult literature. This column will not speak to specific new books of fiction for young adults, but I believe the books that are reviewed will serve for years to come as rich resources for those who care deeply about the promulgation of work that speaks openly and honestly about good books for teens.
References
The forerunner of all reference textbooks on the study of young adult literature is Literature for Today's Young Adults (Allyn & Bacon, 2008) by Nilsen and Donelson. Now in its eighth edition, this comprehensive and absorbing text frames the importance of the study of young adult literature within literary, historical, and social contexts.
Historically, it is worth noting that Nilsen and Donelson are pioneers in the study of young adult literature, both having studied with G. Robert Carlson (University of Northern Iowa), one of the leading lights in the study of books for adolescents. Together, in 1973, they helped create ALAN (Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of NCTE), serving as its initial presidents and the founding editors of The ALAN Newsletter, which eventually became The ALAN Review.
Bucher and Hinton's Young Adult Literature: Exploration, Evaluation, and Appreciation (2nd ed., Pearson, 2009 ) is another innovative text revealing what is current and viable in the study of books for young adults. Filled with detailed suggestions for use in the classroom and multiple readings on critical viewpoints, this is a smart compendium for any young adult book lover.
Essentials of Young Adult Literature (2nd ed., Allyn and Bacon, 2009 ) is a delicious text filled with relevant information and tidbits about books for teens. Tomlinson and Lynch-Brown have compiled a text that includes extensive lists of recommended books, organized by genre and topic and annotated for ease of consideration for classroom use and personal reading. This resource is a perfect complement to LynchBrown, Tomlinson, and Short's equally compelling text, Essentials of Children's Literature (Allyn & Bacon, 2010) .
Cole has a terrific new text entitled Young Adult Literature in the 21st Century (McGraw Hill, 2008 (Routledge, 2010) by Wolf, Coats, Encisco, and Jenkins is the first attempt to pull together in one volume the research on children's and young adult literature that is currently scattered across three intersecting disciplines: education, English, and library information science. The book's organization reflects the special interests of each of these disciplines. Section one focuses on readers, the province of education; section two on the analysis of text, the province of English and literature; and section three looks at the social contexts surrounding and influencing the intersections of readers and texts.
Edited Texts
Without a doubt, the birth of books for teens has brought forth a collection of texts with multiple essays about the study and teaching of young adult literature. What follows are some resources that highlight the best of this specific genre of edited works.
Exploding 
Annotated Texts-General
No list would be complete without mentioning all the annotated resources that concisely summarize the array of young adult books available.
Stephens School and Teen Readers (Libraries Unlimited, 2008) , providing a handy reference for the best and most popular adolescent fiction that appears in series format. For each of the 700-plus series titles, the authors provide a description, tips about its general appeal, and a list of each book in the series.
Gentle Reads: Great Books to Warm Hearts and Lift Spirits, Grades 5-9 (Libraries Unlimited, 2008) by McDaniel recommends nearly 500 affirmative feelgood stories about the triumph of the human spirit. These stories include tales of survival, strong women, and quick-witted souls. What makes these books unique is that they are for young readers who desire a great read, but want to avoid reading about risky or potentially dangerous activities.
Zbaracki (Libraries Unlimited, 2010 ) is a comprehensive guide that categorizes and describes more than 500 titles; the 6 major chapters represent themes indicative of "literature for teenage girls." Each chapter includes a complete description of the representative theme or subgenre and then provides full bibliographic informa-
